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7{ural  district  of  Glendale. 


Jfnnual  Report  for  1911 . 


i f the  census  of  1911  the  population  of  Glendale  was  found  to  have 
decreased  from  8,770  in  1901  to  8,579.  This  is  a decrease  of  191, 
which,  compared  to  the  two  decades  of  1891-1901  and  1881-1891,  is  very 
small  indeed.  At  the  census  of  1881  the  population  of  Glendale  was 
10,869,  at  the  census  of  1891  it  was  10,156,  a decrease  of  713;  in  1901 
the  population  was  8,770,  a decrease  on  that  of  1891  of  1,386.  The  cause 
of  the  smaller  decrease  during  the  ten  years  prior  to  1911  is  probably 
that  the  exodus  of  the  agricultural  labourers  to  the  town  had  reached  its 
high  water  mark  in  the  former  decade.  It  is  more  than  probable  there 
might  have  been  an  increase  at  the  last  census  were  it  not  for  the  very 
considerable  number  of  young  men  and  women  who  during  the  year  1910, 
and  early  part  of  1911,  left  for  the  Celeries,  especially  Canada.  This 
draining  of  the  youth  of  the  rural  districts  in  Northumberland  seems  to 
go  on  increasing,  and  is  already  beginning  to  be  felt  in  the  rural  labour 
market. 

The  number  of  births  for  1911  was  170 — 90  in  Wooler  district  and  80 
in  Ford  district.  This  gives  a birth-rate  of  19.81  per  1000  of  the 
population,  rather  less  than  the  former  year,  when  it  was  19,95,  and 
considerably  less  than  the  County  as  a whole,  which  was  26.91,  and  of 
England  and  Wales,  which  was  25.10  in  1910.  The  tendency  in  Glendale, 
like  most  other  rural  districts  in  England,  is  for  the  birth-rate  to  gradually 
diminish,  as  shewn  by  comparing  the  birth-rate  of  1911 — 19.81 — with 
20.9,  the  average  of  the  previous  ten  years. 
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The  number  of  deaths  occurring  in  Glendale  in  the  year  1911  was  91, 
which  gives  a death-rate  of  10.6.  By  adding  7 deaths  of  residents  who 
died  outside  the  district  the  number  is  98,  giving  a death-rate  of  11.4, 
which  is  below  the  average  of  the  previous  ten  years,  which  was  12.9.  It 
is' also  considerably  below  the  death -■’■ate  of  the  County,  which  was  12.99, 
and  of  England  and  Wales,  which  was  13.50  in.  1910.  The  number  of 
deaths  under  one  year  was  14,  giving  an  infant  mortality  of  82.3,  which 
is  above  the  average  of  the  previous  ten  years.  It  is,  however,  consider- 
ably below  the  rate  for  the  County,  which  was  114.73,  and  for  England 
and  Wales,  which  was  106.00  in  1910.  Of  the  14  deaths,  two  were  due  to 
premature  birth  and  5 died  under  the  age  of  one  month.  Between  one 
and  five  years  of  age  there  was  only  one  death,  giving  15  deaths  under 
5 years  of  age  and  equal  to  a rate  of  1.7  per  1000  of  the  population,  very 
much  less  than  the  rate  in  the  County,  4.4  in  1900,  and  3.0  in  the  rural 
districts  in  the  same  year.  No  deaths  occurred  between  the  ages  of  1 and 
2 years,  and  only  one  between  2 and  5 years,  while  .at  65  and  upwards 
there  were  40  deaths,  a large  proportion  of  the  total  number. 


Of  the  Zymotic  diseases,  Enteric  Fever  caused  one  death.  Scarlet 
Fever  caused  one  death  and  Diphtheria  two  deaths.  The  fatal  case  of 
Enteric  Fewer  was  the  only  case  of  the  disease  in  the  District  for  the  year, 
and  occurred  in  a house  which  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  habitation,  and 
has  since  been  ordered  to  be  closed.  Enteric  Fever  is  a rare  disease  in 
Glendale,  and  it  was  no  doubt  due  to  the  long  continued  dry  weather  and 
want  of  water  for  flushing  a ditch  in  the  vicinity  of  the  affected  cottage 
that  the  disease  arose.  The  death  from  Scarlet  Fever  was  in  an  adult 
in  whom  the  disease  was  malignant  from  the  commencement.  No  case 
of  Anthrax  occurred  in  1911.  This  disease  was  made  notifiable  by  the 
Council  in  1910,  and  so  directed  public  attention  to  the  infectious  nature 
of  the  malady  that  there  is  reason  to  believe  greater  care  and  greater 
cleanliness  are  practiced  by  those  coming  in  close  contact  with  cattle  that 
are  being  fattened,  and  with  sheep  during  the  lambing  season.  The  total 
number  of  diseases  notified  during  the  year  was  54,  a considerable 
increase  over  25,  the  number  in  1910.  The  increase  was  due  to 
Diphtheria,  of  which  t'heie  were  18,  as  against  6 in  1910,  and  Scarlet 
Fever,  of  which  there  were  30,  as  against  8.  Of  the  18  Diphtheria  oases, 
9 occurred  in  August,  2 in  September,  and  2 in  October.  This  points  to 
the  probable  cause  as  being  drains  badly  flushed  after  the  long  continued 
drought.  Owing  to  the  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  Woofer  in 
August,  when  the  schools  were  closed  for  the  Autumn  holidays,  l 
recommended  that  the  schools  should  remain  closed  for  a further 
fortnight — till  September  19th.  Although  the  Local  Government  Board 
approved  in  1910  of  the  supply  of  Antitoxin  Serum  by  Sanitary 
Authorities,  so  far  the  Glendale  District  Council  has  not  decided  to 
supply  it. 
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Regarding  the  30  eases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  the  spread  of  this  disease 
in  several  families  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  first  cases  were  so  mild 
that  they  were  overlooked  until  more  serious  cases  developed.  This  shows 
the  importance  of  carefully  watching  all  cases  where  slight  sore  throat 
develops,  especially  if  accompanied  by  sickness.  Two  striking  examples 
of  the  importance  of  paying  attention  to  slight  sore  throat  occurred 
during  the  year  in  the  Howtel  School  area.  Tn  one  instance  a-  malignant 
case  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  notified  in  a family,  and  it  was  then  found  that 
tuo  other  members  of  the  same  family  had,  about  a month  previously, 
soto  throats  and  sickness,  but  so  slight  that  they  were  never  confined  to 
bed.  A youth  who  worked  at  this  farm,  but  lived  at  a neighbouring  one, 
contracted  the  disease,  and  as  a result  four  other  members  of  his  family 
took  Scarlet  Fever.  In  the  other  case  a labourer  was  notified  as  suffering 
liom  Erysipelas,  and  the  doctor  found  the  patient  and  his  four  children 
desquamating  from  Scarlet  Fever.  As  the  children  had  been  attending 
school  the  disease  spread  to  two  other  families.  The  school  was  disinfected 
and  closed  for  three  weeks,  and  the  disease  did  not  spread  further.  As 
one  child  from  Wooperton  had  been  attending  Roddam  School  during  the 
incubation  stage  of  Scarlet  Fever,  the  school  was  disinfected  and  closed 
from  December  14th,  1911,  till  after  the  Christmas  holidays  in  January, 
1912.  Several  of  the  cases  were  sporadic  and  were  no  doubt  due  to 
hawkers  or  tramps. 


The  number  of  deaths  from  Phthisis  was  7,  a decrease  from  11  in  the 
previous  year,  and  equal  to  a rate  of  0.81  per  1000  of  the  population.  In 
the  County  as  a whole  a gradual  diminution  in  the  number  of  deaths  from 
this  disease  is  taking  place,  due  in  great  measure  to  the  realisation  by 
the  people  of  all  classes  of  the  importance  of  fresh  air  and  sunshine  in 
the  treatment  of  this  serious  disease.  Milk,  I regret  to  say,  is,  at  most 
° .!eJ,armS’  a,s  diffhifit  as  ever  to  procure,  and  sanatorium  treatment  is 
available  to  only  a few,  on  account  of  the  great  expense.  In  Glendale 
there  is  no  sanatorium  or  hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of  Phthisis. 
One  case  was  notified  under  the  Tuberculosis  Regulations  of  1908,  none 
under  the  Regulations  of  1911  relating  to  Hospitals,  Ac.  It  is  hoped 
that  with  the  notification  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  which  comes  into 
force  m 1912,  disinfection  of  infected  houses  may  be  more  generally  done 
after  death  or  removal  than  has  bee  i the  case  hitherto,  although  the 

Council  decided  more  than  ten  years  ago  to  do  this  disinfection  free  of 
expense. 


lu  spite  of  the  great  heat  and  long  continued  dry  weather  in  1911, 
larrhoea  in  infants  was  comparatively  rare,  and  of  the  8 deaths  certified 
as  due  to  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis,  only  two  occurred  under  one  year  of 
aye  ms  is  rather  remarkable,  as  dry  summer  weather  is  a great  factor 
111  the  caimtlon  of  Summer  Diarrhoea.  Milk  is  still  as  difficult  to  procure 


i"  the  country  districts  os  heretofore,  but  1 think  there  is  Jess  condensed 
milk  used  m the  feeding  of  infants  as  there  are  now  more  prepared  foods 
i.  Inch  with  the  addition  of  a little  cow’s  milk,  is  much  more  wholesome 
tlian  the  ordinary  condensed!  milk. 

Although  the  dry  weather  continued  for  such  a fang  time  there  was 
a Plentiful  supply  of  water  in  Woofer,  and  with  the  additional  reservoir 
which  was  built  in  the  prewow  year,  there  was  no  cause  for  anxiety.’ 

lie  village  of  Lowick  fans  still  got  a very  inadequate  supply,  but  at  the 
beginning  of  1912  there  is  every  prospect  that  before  the  rear  is  far 
advanced  a,  sufficient  supply  will  be  put  in.  The  village  was  in  great  want 
of  water  during  the  greater  part  of  1911,  and  in  my  opinion  the  fact  of 
Lowick  being  situated  on  limestone,  and  having  a good  fall,  has  saved  it 
hitherto  from  having  an  epidemic  of  Enteric  Fever.  The  other  villao-es 
m the  District  are  fairly  well  supplied  with  water. 

The  Sewerage  Works  at  Wooler  are  working  satisfactorily  and  appear 

t0  f-7!  * f**1  •effluent.  A new  main  sev  er,  properly  laid  down  and 
ventilated,  has  been  made  in  the  village  of  Ohatton,  and  is  a meat 
improvement.  The  drainage  of  Bowsden  is  still  in  as  umsatifaetorv  a 
state  as  when  reported  in  1909  and  1910.  This  should  he  remedied  in  the 
rear  future  as  the  present  sewer  is  a.  serious  menace  to  the  inhabitants. 
Nothing  so  far  has  been  dome  to  improve  or  protect  the  water  supply  to 
Mm  drum  School.  With  the  improvements  to  the  school  buildimrs  a new 
wash-house  was  erected,  hut  no  provision  was  made  for  the  disposal  of 
the  soap  suds,  and  they  are  allowed  to  soak  into  the  soil  close  to  the 
school.  This  is  liable  to  be  a serious  nuisance. 

The  schools  in  Wooler,  except  the  infant  department  at  the  National 
bchcoks,  still  require  water  closets  and  properly  flushed  urinals,  and  with 
the  abundance  of  water  which  we  possess  in  Wooler  this  improvement 
should  not  be  long  delayed.  Some  privy  middens  have  been  done  away 
mth  m Wooler  during  tlhe  year  and  water  closets  and  ashboxes 
substituted.  This  is  a great  improvement  and  it  is  hoped  that  before 
Jong  these  privy  middens  may  he  things  of  the  past  in  Wooler.  The 
scavenging  m Wooler  is  let  by  contract  yearly,  and  this  also  applies  to 
Lowick  and  Wark.  In  Ohatton,  Crookham,  and  other  hamlets  the 
occupiers  empty  their  privy  mid-dens  at  intervals  on  to  their  fields,  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  at  the  various  farm 
cottages  this  is  done  by  the  farmers. 


Building  has  been  almost  in  abeyance  during  the  year  1911.  ppl0 
now  hotel  in  Wooler,  known  as  the  Black  Bull,  "with  stables  and  other 
offices,  begum  in  1910,  was  finished  and  occupied  during  the  year,  and 
with  all  modern  sanitary  arrangements  and  cemented  yards  is  a Weat 
improvement  over  the  old  building. 
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Id.  Ford  village  several  of  the  old  mud  insanitary  thatched  houses 
were  removed  during  the  year,  several  others  were  remodelled  and 
enlarged1,  and  a few  new  ones  were  built. 

1 lie  public  Slaughter  Houses  in  Woofer,  four  in  number,  were 
regularly  visited.  My  suggestion  that  tlie  walls  should  he  covered  with 
smooth  cement  to  a height  of  six  feet  was  not  adopted,  the  lime  washing, 
in  accordance  with  the  byelaws,  being  still  continued. 


1 here  is  now  one  Slaughter  House  in  Lowick  which  is  regularly  lime 
washed  and  kept  clean,  but  with  the  bad  water  supply  it  must  often  be 
a matter  of  some  difficulty  to  keep  it  properly  flushed. 


I bore  are  two  licensed  Lodging  Houses  in  the  District,  one  in 
Wooler,  the  other  in  Lowick.  The  Lodging  House  in  Wooler  is  property 
constructed  and  satisfactory,  but  the  Lowick  one  was  found  in  such  bad 
repair  during  the  year  that  it  was  reported  as  unfit  for  habitation.  The 
owner  undertook  to  repair  it  in  a satisfactory  manner,  but  at  the  end  of 
the  year  this  has  not  been  properly  done. 


Hie  Cowsheds  in  Wooler  and  immediate  neighbourhood  all  meet  the 
lequireinents  of  the  byelaws  as  regards  ventilation,  cleanliness  and  water 
suppiy.  They  were  regularly  visited.  The  two  situated  in  Wooler  would 
be  better  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  as  they  are  rather  near  to- 
dwelling  houses.  There  is  no  provision  for  testing  cows  for  tuberculosis. 
This  is  certainly  advisable  in  any  district;  in  Glendale,  however,  the 
cow  s are  out  in  the  fields  all  night  for  a great  part  of  the  year,  and  part 
of  every  day  all  the  year  round.  As  the  milk  is  disposed  of  and 
distributed  as  soon  as  the  cows  are  milked,  there  are  no  dairies  nor  milk- 
shops  in  the  district.  The  quality  of  the  milk  is  generally  good. 


Under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act  the  following  work  has. 
)0en  ^on,e*  The  District  as  a whole  the  housing  accommodation  of  the 
working  classes,  which  are  entirely  agricultural,  is  ample,  but  in  a few 
instances  the  houses  are  too  small  for  families  to  live  in  with  comfort. 
Tour  houses  at  North  Doddington  have  been  reported!  as  too  small  and 
that  tao  four  should  be  converted  into  two,  but  so  far  this  has  not  been 
done.  The  Lodging  House  at  Lowick  was  reported  as  unfit  for  habitation 
owing  to  dampness  of  the  walls  and  floors,  want  of  ventilation,  want  of 
spoutmg,  and  having  earth  against  the  outside  wall  on  one  side  three 

leet  higher  than  the  floors.  The  owner  undertook  to  have  the  defects 
remedied. 


One  house  in.  Church  Street,  Wooler,  wias  found  to  luiv-e  a bad  sink 
untrapped  and  otherwise  in  bad  repair;  this  was  reported  and  remedied. 
Two  houses  in  Church  Street,  Wooler,  were  reported  as  having  insanitary 
privy  middens.  These  were  done  away  with  and  pail  closets  and  ashboxes 
substituted.  These  are  emptied  twice  a week  by  the  scavenger.  One 
house  in  Ramsey  Lane,  Wooler,  was  found  to  have  an  untrapped  drain 
and  broken  water  closet,  and  reported.  Both  defects  were  put  right. 
One  ease  of  overcrowding,  with  insufficient  privy  accommodation,  was 
reported  as  existing  in  Church  Street,  Wooler.  The  overcrowding  was 
promptly  remedied  by  removal  of  the  family  to  larger  premises,  the  privy 
was  done  away  with,  and  two  water  closets  put  in. 

The  cottages  at  East  Lear  mo  nth  which  were  complained  of  late  in 
1910,  have-  been  put  right,  spouted  and  properly  drained  with  a properly 
constructed  sanitary  tiled  sewer.  It  is  proposed  in  future  to  take  certain 
areas  in  the  District  and  systematically  examine  and  report  on  the 
dwelling  houses  in  these  areas  in  accordance  with  the  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Act. 

Under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act  the  various  workshops  in  the 
District  were  regularly  visited,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  official  form 
supplied  by  the  Home  Office. 

Mr.  Rule,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  reports  that  during  the  year  lie 
made  487  visits  of  inspection.  He  inspected  20  houses  as  the  result  of 
complaints,  and  48  houses  as  the  result  of  infectious  disease,  and  carried 
out  48  disinfections.  There  were  10  informal  notices  served  for 
structural  defects  of  houses,  and  35  informal  notices  for  other  sanitary 
defects — as  removal  of  house  refuse,  privy  cleansing,  Ac.,  and  40  notices 
were  complied  with. 


ALEXANDER  DEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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Area  o{  District,  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  147,698. 
Total  population  at  all  ages  S579.  At  Census  of  1911, 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL,  Glendale  Isolation  Hospital,  Haugh  Head  Total  available  beds 

INI  umber  of  Diseases  that  can  he  concurrently  treated,  2, 
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